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Cabo hit hard by Hurricane Odile
By Dani DeVries
CONTRIBUTOR

Mission
Beach
celebrates
centennial

A year later, the university is

fulfilling the grant's mission by
implementing new programs
aimed towards suicide prevention.

Spring break is usually
the time when the University
of San Diego community has
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, on the
brain. However, in the wake of
the recent landfall of Hurricane
Odile, the Baja California resort
town is making headlines for
more than just wild parties this
year.
On Sept. 14, Hurricane
Odile, a Category 3 storm,
struck Baja California Sur. Odile
caused immense damage to the
Cabo
municipalities,
which
include Cabo San Lucas, Cabo
San Jose and La Paz, as well as
the surrounding inland cities.
With wind speeds reaching up to
125 miles per hour and massive
amounts of rain, the flooding and
wind damage have devastated the
area.
According to NBC News,
stranded tourists have deemed the
popular resort town a "demolished
paradise." Due to the closure of
the three local airports, hundreds
of people were unable to get
back home. Mostly as a result of
flying debris, 135 people have
been reported injured, but so
far no deaths have occurred in
connection with the storm.
Thousands of people, locals
and tourists alike, have been

Photo courtesy of Guillermo Rendon and Beatnz Alverde

Hurricane Odile caused major damage to Cabo San Lucas and the surrounding
areas.

displaced. Damage to roads and
the local airport is making it
very difficult to get help to the
community. The Mexican Civil
Defense Office reported that
the Cabo area has been without
electricity or clean water for
several days.
According to the San Diego
Union-Tribune,
some
local
Cabo residents have provided
assistance to stranded tourists,
including bringing them food.
Sophomore Alec Bangert
lived in La Paz, located two hours
north of Los Cabos, with a host
family from 2012 until 2013,

as part of an exchange program
before coming to USD.
Bangert said that he has has
followed news of the storm with
great attention. Bangert said he
was surprised to find that much
of the USD community did not
know the gravity of the situation
in Baja California Sur.
"What's most shocking is
that many students aren't aware
there is a hurricane that destroyed
the southern Baja peninsula,"
Bangert said. "The infrastructure
is completely destroyed. My
host family is fortunate enough
to own a yacht, which they have

turned into a shelter for friends
and family. But the majority of
the population is not so lucky.
It scares me to think that La
Paz, my second home, is now
unrecognizable and in extreme
distress."
Approximately
3,000
military, police and rescue
personnel have been deployed
by the Mexican government to
the Cabo municipalities to aid
in the rebuilding process, and to
help the estimated 30,000 people
that are still stranded or displaced
in shelters. Due to structural
damage caused by the storm, the
Cabo San Lucas, Cabo San Jose
and La Paz airports have been
closed for several days. Mexican
officials have been forced to
airlift stranded people out of the
destruction zone.
Junior Claudio Trespalacios,
who is a resident of Mexico City,
reflected on how this disaster has
affected the whole country.
"It's
really
saddening
that a storm hit when the
country should be celebrating
[Mexico's Independence Day],"
Trespalacios said. "With so many
people normally traveling to the
beaches around Cabo, tourism
will definitely be affected,
putting a strain on all of Mexico's
economy."

See ODILE, Page 4
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NEWS
An ode to the
printed word

EDI 1 OR Gwyneth Shoecraft

NEWS EDITOR

@gshoecraft
The smell of fresh ink,
hot off the press. The feeling
of pressed paper between two
fingers. The snap of the pages
as you whip open the spine of
today's daily edition. The bold
headlines and familiar style.
For all these reasons and more,
newspapers will never go out of
style.
Sure, the numbers suggest
otherwise. Newspapers are losing
money, and losing it fast. The
Philadelphia Inquirer, which
has been in print since the early
1800s, filed for bankruptcy in
2009. The New York Times, The
Washington Post and The Wall
Street Journal are all struggling
to make anything resembling a
profit. The San Diego UnionTribune has already laid off a
significant portion of their staff,
and the cuts are continuing.
Despite
evidence
that
they will soon have to end daily
publication, these papers push on.
Newspapers have always been
less concerned with numbers
anyway. Newspapers are all about
the words.
Words, printed carefully
on paper, hold an element of
importance unknown in the
digital age. They are not as fastpaced as online publications. But
newspapers have something that
online reports don't have in our
24-hour news cycle: Newspapers
have a bit of extra time, between
an event and press time, to get
things right.
I often read online news
that I later find is unfounded,
unethically reported or simply
incorrect. Often, the thrill of
being the first website with the
"big story" trumps journalistic
standards of being both clear and
correct.
Newspapers, on the other
hand, are bold: They print once
and that's it. No web edits, no
deleting articles.
Papers are are permanent
records. This edition of The Vista
only comes around once, but
will be carefully preserved for
generations to come.
If newspapers do indeed
become obsolete, my words here
may be used as a quote from a
Luddite, who was unable to see
the progressive nature of news.
But if that time does come,
you'll find me in some far away
old world cafe, pouring over
the written word as the smell of
pressed paper fills the air. May
my thumbs, and yours, always be
stained black from touching fresh
ink.

ASST. EDITOR Jacqueline Almeida
newx-3@it.tdri'xta.com

netps2@usdvistu.com

Suicide awareness at USD continues to grow
PREVENTION, continued
from Front Page

By Gwyneth Shoecraft

ASST. EDITOR Olivia Lougee

rieivs@usdvijtta.com
@gshoecmft.

thing a university can do is
expand its resources for those
who are struggling, and make
them as available as possible,"
Whelan said.
Whelan believes USD has
already created these resources
for students, but that there is
always room for improvement.
"USD has already begun
to start raising awareness, which
is very important," Whelan said.
"The next step is to strengthen the
counseling center and other areas
of support so that every student
can find them accessible and feel
comfortable taking full advantage
of them."
Dr. Melissa Halter, director

students must work together to
prevent suffering.
"We need to take care
of each other and reach out to
everyone, even to those who
seem the happiest," Klein said.
"Because often times the ones
with the biggest smiles are hiding
the most pain. We cannot avoid
talking about mental illness,
depression, or suicide simply
because it's 'uncomfortable'.
It's uncomfortable because we
haven't found the right discussion
yet. We have to keep trying."
USD students are not alone
in their struggle to understand and
deal with suicide. Suicides across
San Diego are steadily increasing.

The San Diego UnionTribune reported that USD had
planned to use this additional
funding to train students, faculty
and staff to be aware of the
warning signs of those who are
suicidal and to expand prevention
outreach efforts.
Part of that student training
initiative has taken the form of the
Center for Health and Wellness
Promotion's QPR, Question,
Persuade, Refer, trainings, which
work to teach the USD community
to understand and take an active
role in the prevention of suicides.
Jessica
Critchlow,
operations manager for the
Center for Health and Wellness
Promotion, said these gatekeeper
suicide prevention tools will help
the USD community take a more
active role in helping those in
crisis. Critchlow said the center
also provides additional resources
beyond the QPR training.
"We also provide an
online, interactive training called
Kognito: At-Risk, for all students,
faculty and staff who wish to
take an active part in supporting
suicide prevention efforts in our
community," Critchlow said.
These new trainings and

of the Center for Health and
Wellness promotion, said that
the additional resources from the
grant will work to make those
improvements.
"The resources USD will
receive will allow the institution
to implement a comprehensive
plan for suicide prevention and
mental health stigma reduction,"

In an ABClONews report,
county officials said that San
Diego County's suicide rate is
now up 20 percent over the last
six years.
According to the Huffington
Post,
approximately
40,000
people die from suicide in the
United States each year, with
approximately 3,500 of those

online resources, created with the

Halter said. "Bringing together a

deaths occurring in California.

funding from the grant, are a good
first step for students who feel the
university should do more to help
prevent suicides.
Junior Rachel Whelan lost
her friend and fellow USD student
when he took his own life in April
2013. Whelan said the university
has an imperative to create the
tools that struggling students can
use in times of crisis.
"I think the most important

multidisciplinary team of USD
professionals and partnering with
community experts, USD will
implement a plan to engage the
whole university community in
these efforts."
Beyond the scope of the
new grant money and plans for
a larger campuswide initiative,
junior Kirsten Klein, who was
also close to a USD student who
took his own life, believes that

Overall, those numbers are
increasing annually.
The Suicide Prevention
Resource Center reports that of
the 3,500 annual suicide deaths in
California, nearly a third of them
are of college students.
With
college
students
representing a large portion
of California's annual deaths
by suicide, students look to
universities to aid in prevention

"We need to take care of each other
and reach out to everyone, even to
those who seem the happiest."
-Kirsten Klein

"Warning Signs of Suicide
1. Talking about suicide or
wanting to die
2. Giving away possessions
3. Feeling hopeless, desperate
or trapped
4. Increased alcohol or drug
use

5. Reckless behavior
6. No sense of purpose
7. Sudden mood changes
8. Anger
9. Anxiety

10. Withdrawal
Jacqueline Almeida/The Vista

of these tragedies. Beyond the
implementation of new programs,
junior Georgia Andresen believes
other USD resources have helped
students.
"I think that USD has done a
really good job in the past couple
of years trying to help prevent this
from happening in the future,"
Andresen said. "By creating
such programs as the University
Ministry peer mentors, USD is
trying to give people another
person to go to in times of need.
We just have to remember that we
are never alone."
With the additional funding
from the grant, increased training,
and campus awareness about
suicide prevention, the USD
community looks to heal itself
while preventing further tragedies
in the future.

USD
resources:

Attend QPR
Training

sandiego.edu/
notonourwatch

Public Safety
Dispatch
619-260-2222

A

Suicide Prevention
Resources
dm

jnr

National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline

Kognito: At-Risk
Online Training
sandiego.edu/
notonourwatch/
kognito

800-273-8255

Gwyneth Shoecraft/The Vista
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September 1Z
Location: Palomar Hall
At approximately 3:48 p.m. the Department of Public Safety responded to a report of a resident student who was under the influence of alcohol.
Upon investigation, the student who is a minor, was determined to be able to care for himself and was released to his residence.
September 13
Location: University Terrace Apartments
At approximately 1:12 a.m. Public Safety responded to reports of a loud party. Upon investigation, officers were told that the resident assistant
had previously responded multiple times to the residence. Prior to the officers' arrival all non-residents had left the UTA.
September 13
Location: Founders Hall
At approximately 12:12 a.m. the Department of Public Safety was conducting a security check inside the Camino Founders courtyard when an
officer saw a resident student who appeared to be intoxicated. The student was contacted and admitted to drinking alcohol. The student was able
to care for herself and was released to her residence.
September 14
Location: Serra Hall West Lot
At approximately 2:42 p.m. the Department of Public Safety responded to a report of a vehicle that was damaged while in the parking lot.
Upon investigation, officers found the vehicle had been damaged on the right rear bumper.
, .

v

.

September 14
Location: San Luis Obispo Hall
At approximately 12:27 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an intoxicated female. Upon investigation, the resident student was
determined to be able to care for herself and released to her residence.
September IS
Location: Alcala West Parking Lot
At approximately 12:20 a.m. the Department of Public Safety responded to a report of a vehicle that was damaged while parked on Sept. 9th.
Upon investigation, officers found the vehicle had damage on the rear passenger's side door and fender. The owner of the vehicle reported that
her roommate had witnessed a vehicle hit her car, but the roommate was unable to identify the responsible vehicle. If you have any information
regarding this incident please contact the Department of Public Safety.
September IS
Location: Immaculata Parish Church West Lot
At approximately 10:20 a.m. the Department of Public Safety responded to a report of a vehicle that was damaged while parked in the lot. The
vehicle had damage on the left side of the bumper. The damage was said to have occurred on September 11th. The owner noticed the damage to
her vehicle after arriving home later that day.
photo courtesyof Doug Shaw/F/ickr commons.
Jessie Longe/ \ he Vvsta

Police raid popular Mission Beach bar
By Hannah Bucklin
CONTRIBUTOR

University of San Diego
nightlife is concentrated in
Mission Beach. Specifically, two
local student bars, The Pennant
and the Beachcomber, attract
many students on weekday nights.
Thursday nights are the most
popular night for USD students to
go out, due to drink specials and
the lack of Friday classes for those
lucky upperclassmen.
Last Thursday, Sept. 18,
was no exception: Many students
headed to The Pennant bar in
Mission Beach. However, that
night The Pennant was, to the
surprise of many students, also
an attraction for local police. The
Pennant was "rolled" by police,
who were looking for underage
patrons attending the 21 and over
bar.
The term "rolled," which
means being busted by police, is
usually applied to house parties,
and it is almost unheard of in bars.
It is very uncommon for drinking

THE VISTA
Editorial -619.260.4584
Business - 619.206.4714
www. theusdvista .com
@USDVista

Witnesses of the police
tipped off the San Diego Police
Department about the illegal raid said they saw a few students
drinking. However, on Thursday showing police officers their fake
night the police showed up and IDs. Witnesses said those students
asked everyone to evacuate the were later escorted away from the
bar. As students were leaving, the scene towards a police car parked
police officers stopped anyone in the alleyway.
University of San Diego
whose age was questionable.
There were a handful -of senior Jessica Zahnd said The
students who were being detained Pennant has a reputation of letting
by the police at the entrance of in minors.
"I'm surprised The Pennant
the bar. It is not known what
punishments
any
underage hasn't lost their liquor license yet
considering every second person
students face.
in there is 16 with a fake," Zahnd
said. "You don't even need an ID
to get in most nights."
Senior
Michelle Tuttle
said that she hopes the bust will
prevent underage students from
frequenting the bar.
"I hope it's still good to go
on Thursdays and just scares off
all the babies," Tuttle said.
However,
any
future
repercussions from this recent
police raid are still unknown.
Students are interested in the effect
this incident has on The Pennant
Kevin Nelson/The Vista
and future Thursday night outings.
The Pennant, in Mission Beach, was was raided by police looking for underage drinkers.
establishments to be raided by the
police.
A USD junior, who wishes to
remain anonymous, said it is easy
to get into the Pennant using a fake
ID.
"I use my fake to get into The
Pennant all the time," the junior
said. "But I bet I could draw one
up with a crayon and still get in."
On Thursday nights, The
Pennant can often be seen with
a mob of USD students, waiting
to enter the bar, forming a line

outside. This line attracts attention
from the locals who live in the
neighborhood.
According to senior Saxony
Busta, The Pennant was especially
busy the night of the police raid.
"I had never seen a Thursday
night that crazy before," Busta
said. "Students were everywhere
as well as people lined up against
the wall for being underage with
fake IDs."
No one involved in the Sept.
18 incident is certain of who
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Tourists and locals stranded after hurricane hits Cabo
ODILE, continued from Front
Page

Although most of the
immediate danger subsided
once the storm passed,
according to NBC News,
flooding will continue to
pose a threat. Baja California
Sur received an estimated 11
inches of rain per hour during
the harshest part of the storm.
The National Hurricane
Center said the area was not
well adapted to receive the
intense rainfall.
According
to
The
Weather Channel, the average
total rainfall for these areas is
approximately 13 inches per
year, making this amount of
water at one time a rare event.
Sophomore
Gabby
Koepenick, whose family
has a summer home in Cabo,
has been awaiting news of
how her property, and the
surrounding areas, have been
damaged.
"I am anxious to see the
lasting effects the storm will
have on the town," Koepenick
said. "Hopefully they are
able to get everything back

in shape, but from seeing
pictures, that process may
take a while."
According to the New
York Daily News, the
destruction has also caused
widespread looting in the
town.
While some of the USD
community that have loved
ones or property in the area
are already feeling the effects
of the storm, it is possible
that even more students will
feel the storm's power in the
coming weeks.
The National Weather
Service
has
predicted
flooding throughout much
of the Southwest, as the last
of the storm sweeps through
the southern United States.
According to USA Today,
large portions of Texas are
now flooded due to rains
from
Hurricane
Odile.
Additionally, according to
CBS, parts of Arizona and
New Mexico have also been
experiencing floods from the
last leg of the hurricane.
Senior Kaitlyn Wolters
said it was strange to see

happening in our neighboring
country.
"It is scary when you
realize how close to home
the hurricane came," Wolters
said. "My thoughts and
prayers are with the civilians
and the thousands of tourists
that were caught in the worst
part of the storm."
As the full extent of
the damage continues to be
assessed, the Meteorological

the population to take
precautions and to remain
alert during the storm.
According
to
the
Houston
Chronicle
the
rebuilding process is already
underway in Cabo.
Mexico's
president,
Enrique Pena Nieto, spoke
earlier this week to address
the progress that has been
made since the storm hit.
The president said that

was working with state
authorities on relief efforts
in the areas hit by Hurricane
Odile. Those relief efforts
include restoring water and
electricity to the region.
Efforts toward a quick
rebuilding process is good
news for USD students who
have plans to visit Cabo or La
Paz anytime soon, and for the
numerous locals who have
been drastically affected by

something

Service in Mexico is urging

Mexico's federal government

the devastating hurricane.

so

Photo courtesy of Guillermo Rendon and Beatriz Alverde

Flooding and debris on the streets of Cabo made it difficult for locals and tourists to evacuate.
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Sharp rise in rent expected in San Diego
By Christopher Reyes
BUSINESS EDITOR
@cd rev

By Christopher Reyes
BUSINESS EDITOR
@cd_rey
"Thankfully dreams can
change. If we'd all stuck with
our first dream, the world would
be overrun with cowboys and
princesses."
As a senior, this quote from
television host and political
satirist Stephen Colbert is a
great comfort. It comes from a
commencement speech he gave
at Northwestern University. It
could be used to define my time
in college, having changed my
major twice and my minor four
times.
It reminds me that having a
dream is important, but it is not
everything. It seems to me that
many students feel like they have
to stay true to the plan they made
as freshmen. In this sense, they
have limited themselves to their
dream. This is not what a dream
is supposed to be.

A dream should be something
to strive for, not something we
feel is an obligation or duty.
College is about freedom, so why
confine yourself to a plan that no
longer reflects who you are?
How many of us are the same
people we were when we arrived
at USD? Our dreams ought to
change as we change.
After college I hope to work
in real estate investment. But, this
dream may change, and I hope it
does. I hope that I will continue to
follow what matters most to me,
even if that means completely
changing my career or pursuing
something unrelated to my
degree. So many things in life
point to the fact that the greatest
risks lead to the greatest rewards.
Some of the most successful
people in the world got to where
they are by following their
dreams, not by following their
majors. Mitt Romney majored
in English and then went on run
a private equity firm. Carl Icahn,
one of the most famous investors
of our time, was a philosophy
major and a medical school
dropout.
They prove it is never too
late to change your life and chase
after what you love. It is OK to
abandon old dreams no matter
how much time and effort has
been put into them.
More success will come from
doing what you love than trying
to love what you do. This has
been true in my classes. When I
do not enjoy the class, I do not do
very well in it.
The same must be true of
life. If we pursue what we love,
we will be better employees and
better members of society.
Later in his address to the
new graduates, Colbert addresses
what i think is the biggest fear that
many students have: uncertainty.
"So whatever your dream is
right now, if you don't achieve it,
you haven't failed," Colbert said.
It is reassuring to know that
no matter what there is always
opportunity to change my life for
the better.

San
Diego's
beautiful
weather, white beaches and
fun nightlife make it a city that
appeals to nearly everyone. San
Diegans pay a premium for these
amenities and over the next five
years that cost is expected to
increase greatly.
For those on a budget, San
Diego is an unfriendly rental
market. Each year students
struggle to find
affordable
housing that is close to school.
Senior resident assistant
Ryan Safar experienced this
problem. As an RA, his housing
is paid for by the University of
San Diego.
"The cost of renting is
definitely one of the reasons I
became an RA," Safar said. "One
summer I stayed in San Diego and
had to share an apartment with six
other guys. That's when I realized
how hard it is to make renting
work into a student budget."
Students
have
trouble
affording on-campus housing as
well, according to senior Natalie
Goering.
"Even on-campus housing
is expensive," Goering said. "It's
cheaper to live in my own room
at the beach than share a room on
campus."

Finding affordable housing
is soon to become more difficult
as sents in San Diego County are
expected to rise twice as fast as

unoio courtesy 01 jusun crown/tuckj commons

San Diego's rent is driven up by its beautiful weather and scenery.

they have over the past decade,
according to Los Angeles-based
real estate company CBRE.
From 2004 to 2014 rent
jumped a massive 24 percent. By
2019, the average monthly rent
is expected to be $1,830. This is
well beyond the average student's
budget.
The sunshine tax, a term that
refers to the cost of living in an
area with nice weather, has driven
San Diego to be the fifth most
expensive bousing market in tile
nation.

Average rent in San Diego
$1,900.00

$1,800.00

$1,700.00

$1,600.00

$1,500.00

$1,400.00

$1,300.00

$1,200.00

2019

Of the top five
most
expensive markets, four are in
California.
Prices have been driven up
in part by a booming national real
estate market. Year to date, the
real estate sector has performed
extremely well, creating a nearly
13 percent return. 2014 has seen a
5.5 percent rise in rent nationally,
one of the highest in recent years.
Limited housing has also
caused rents to increase as renting
becomes more popular. Fewer
people can afford home ownership
or choose not to buy a home.
Even in a strengthening economy,
the first-time homebuyer market
is weak.
In addition, millennial, a
group that includes most USD
students, are beginning to move
out of their parents' homes
and start renting. San Diego
ranks among the most popular
destinations for millennial and
that trend does not seem to be
changing.
There are simply too few
vacancies for too many people
seeking to rent. Reports have

placed San Diego's vacancy
rates as some of the lowest in the
nation.
The vacancy rate is expected
to hover under 4 percent. A
report by commercial real estate
Services firm
Cassidy Turley
puts San Diego's vacancy rate
at 2.6 percent, the second lowest
in the nation. A normal market
is considered to have a vacancy
rate of 5 percent. A low vacancy
rate drives prices up and makes
housing harder to find, a common
occurrence for University of San
Diego students.
Rent is a problem for students
both now and after graduation. As
students shed the financial support
of their parents and move towards
financial independence, rent will
become one of the highest, if not
the highest, expense they have.
"I want to live in San Diego
when I graduate," Goering said.
"I just don't know if I'll be able
to afford it."
Should graduates choose to
stay in San Diego, they should
anticipate rising rental prices as a
large part of their budget.

Christopher Reyes/The Vista

Weekly market review: week ending Sept. 19
By Christopher Reyes
BUSINESS EDITOR
@cd_rey
The stock market finished
higher on the week, recovering
the loss from
last week. The
heavily technology allocated
Nasdaq was down early in the
week in response to news that
Oracle's CEO, Larry Ellison, will
be departing the company.
The gains are in part the
result of relief that the Federal
Reserve made no changes in
policy during its meeting on
Wednesday. Most expected the
Fed to reveal plans to increase
short-term interest rates, but
instead they announced the rates
would remain near zero percent.
This decision may be related to
recent inflation data that revealed
a 0.2 percent decline in August.
Scotland's
vote
against
breaking from
the
United
Kingdom seemed to have a
positive impact on the market.
The vote helped the British
pound recover against the dollar.
Recently investors have feared
that gains in the U.S. dollar
would cause exports to decrease
as American goods become more

9/15/14

9/17/14

9/16/14

— Dow Jones Industrial Average

-S&P 500

9/18/14

9/19/14

NASDAQ Composite

Christopher Reyes/The Vista

expensive globally.
The biggest story of the
week was Alibaba's initial public
offering. The Chinese e-commerce
company experienced the largest

ever I.P.O., which gathered $21.8
billion for the company.The I.P.O.
places Alibaba among the largest
of publicly traded companies in
the U.S.

Overall
the
market
is
demonstrating
risk
aversion
among
investors.
This
is
evidenced by poor performance
of volatile, small-cap stocks.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
lN tHE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
OCTOBER 2 THURSDAY

SEPTEMBER 30 TUESDAY
If Not Me, Then Who?

AS/BAP Presentation

Teresa Smith, winner of 2 USD Social
Challenges will discuss her
journey into Social Enterprise. By sharing
her journey she is helping others fine tune
their passion for entrepreneurial
professional endeavors.

9:15-10:30 am

12:15-1:15

Innovation

Soles 127

Presentation from Frank
Bimerman

Alumni Changemakers Panel
pirm

Learn about the benefits of participation and
membership in professional organizations.

The Art of Salary Negotiation
Worfcsnop

4-5 pin

XJC107

A powerful group of alumni will share insight
on their careers and how they create and
UG Forom G sustain change in the communities they serve.
They will share tools and experiences that
helped guide them in their pursuit of finding
meaningful work that fosters professional
development in others.

Salary negotiation may he one of the most
challenging aspects of the job search. This
workshop will prepare you to negotiate your
salary and benefits in a professional manner

Photo courtesy of www.skipnicholson.cpm.
idii Haciraifoglu/The Vista
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University
0
SCHOOL OF LEADERSHIP
AND EDUCATION SCIENCES

Graduate School Open House
>*<

Saturday, October 11, 2014
9:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
>•<

Register for our event to learn more about our
graduate programs in:
• Leadership Studies, Higher Education
Leadership and Nonprofit Leadership
• Counseling and Marital and Lamily Therapy
• Learning & Teaching
• and more!

Learn more and register online at www.sandiego.edu/soles/openhouse
Photo courtesy of University of SanDiego.
Ivy Guild/The Vista
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Company markets "urban" apparel
Urban Outfitters' shocking new item of clothing
By Tayler Reviere
Verninas
CONTRIBUTOR

On Sunday, Sept. 14,
the famous retail store Urban
Outfitters, featured a
Kent
State University sweatshirt for
their online sun-faded vintage
collection for women. The
description of the one-of-a kind
sweatshirt read: "Washed soft and
perfectly broken in, this vintage
Kent State sweatshirt is cut in a
loose, slouchy fit. We only have
one, so get it or regret it!"
For those who are unfamiliar
as to why this sweatshirt would
cause such viral mayhem, here is
a quick history lesson. On May 4,
1970, students at the Kent State
University in Ohio were protesting
against the Nixon administration
during the Vietnam War. Members
of the National Guard opened
fire, killing four students and
wounding 10.
So the only regret anyone
felt that day was Urban Outfitters
themselves, who immediately
apologized for their product after
sparking controversy in the media
by making a statement.
"Urban Outfitters would like
to extend our sincerest apologies to

Kent State University and the Kent
State community," the company
said. "We are deeply saddened
by the recent uproar our Vintage
Kent State sweatshirt has caused.
Though it was never our intention

In terms of
language
and image, how is the Torero
community
responding
to
companies that advocate negative
images within their merchandise?
Fortunately, USD is on the right
path toward promoting a positive
change in the language and image
of ourselves that is so heavily
influenced by the media and
fashion retail industries, such as
Urban Outfitters.
As stated in T.H.I .N.K.
Week's mission statement, USD
students have "raised awareness
on bias, intolerance, and a hate that
we could be contributing through
deliberate or unintentional actions
and words."
Although
students
may
unintentionally contribute to the
negative images and merchandise
these companies produce, simply
because they enjoy the style of
certain fashion collections rather
than the negative symbolism
displayed, they have become more
aware as to where they invest their
money.
By being socially aware
of what certain companies and
corporations are promoting, we
can utilize the foundation of values
and ethics we learn within our
community to question whether or
not these companies are ethically
promoting their products.
merchandise they are marketing."
If they are not, we can inquire
"I think that our generation
in particular likes to test the as to why companies feel the
boundaries of social norms and obligation to push the limits and
Urban Outfitters represents a very how we can take action towards
'free spirited' image," freshman advocating "pushing limits" for a
more positive purpose.
Elena Goodenberger said.

to offend anyone, we understand
how the item could have been
perceived negatively..
Unfortunately, this tragic
event in history was turned into
a product by Urban Outfitter's
"business move" of allowing such
controversial apparel to hit the
market.
This is not the first time the
company has sold controversial
retail. Urban is notorious for
selling products with demeaning
messages that mock certain
cultures, as well as advocate
negative behavior. For instance,
shirts that displayed words such as
"depression" and "eat less" were
also quickly taken off the market
once news hit about the products
being sold.
So why does today's culture
continue to invest attention and
money in companies who are
constantly 'pushing the envelope'
toward selling products with
ethically debatable messages?
"People have been shopping
at Urban Outfitters for a long
time, even prior to being labeled
this 'cutting-edge' company,"
freshman Amy Maltz said. "I
think Urban has developed such
a loyal customer base that their
consumers continue to purchase
from the retailer despite the type of

1

Photo courtesy of Ebay

The blotches on the sweatshit resemble blood stains.

How has your transition back to USD been after a long summer?

* f|M|i

fi

"It's been really nice
seeing everyone
back on campus this
year, but it's been a
struggle getting back
to doing real work."

"It's been pretty
rough this semester.
It's actually taken me
until this week to get
organized and really
get into it."

Michael Silva

Connor Phillips

"I felt more prepared
for my classes this
year. I was really
excited to come back
to see all my friends
and continue what I
started last year."

"There are so many
more opportunities
here than there are at
home. It's so much
different than summer,
but San Diego is not a
bad place to be.

Sarah Kim

Kirsten Parris

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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OPINION
South Park, how
do you do it?

By Sam Rathe
OPINION EDITOR

@samuel vaun
Starting up again this week,
the television show "South Park"
will once again bewilder me with
its ability to "get away with it."
The new episode touches^
on the subject of the Washington
Redskins and the whole issue of
whether they should change their
name or not. Of course by "touch
on" I mean, "make fun of." But
hey, it is all in good fun.
What I am trying to say is
that "South Park" has the amazing
ability to take any kind of issue in
either America or the world and
turn it into a giant farce. Thank
you, "South Park," for doing what
you do so eloquently.
Making fun of something
is not a difficult thing to do, but
making fun of something on
national television, while also
having people love and praise, it is
a different story.
The creators of "South
Park," Trey Parker and Matt
Stone, are silver-tongued social
commentary comedy masterminds
who have shocked and awed us
to the point where most people
just sort of let it slide. They have
solidified themselves as respected
writers, and are more concerned
with getting their message out
than simply creating an outlandish
storyline; although many times
these aspects seem to coincide.
I never was a big fan of
"South Park" during middle
school or high school. I saw a
few episodes here and there with
friends, but never really paid too
much attention. After I had seen
a few of the newer seasons in
college, I was so surprised at how
smart the show was.
The show has been highly
praised by critics and society alike,
and the writers even took home
a Tony after writing their first
musical, "The Book of Mormon."
Talk about a taboo subject.
Having a no-holds-barred
mentality and seeing no subject
as off limits are themes in and of
themselves. If they make fun of
one thing, they should be able to
make fun of anything. They go
there; they get away with it. It is
fascinating.
It is because of this that I
think "South Park" is actually
the most inclusive, fair and equal
show on television. Perhaps the
answer to inequality lies in a
small, Colorado mountain town
called South Park.
There is an episode of the
show that talks about how it is
either all or nothing in terms of
deciding what is sensitive material
or not.
"South
Park"
includes
messages and social commentary
that could help the American
public learn about equality and
current issues in a way that is also
entertaining. Satire has a way of
sticking with you.
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CoverGirl ad shows their true feelings toward the NFL and the domestic abuse scandals.

A black eye for the NFL

CoverGirl boycotts NFL in response to domestic abuse
By Kaitlin Goodhart
ASST. OPINION EDITOR

@itsskg
If you are someone who,
like myself, supports the National
Football League and also stands
for the voice of women, you
may also be deeply upset with
the domestic violence conflicts
currently going on in the seemingly
wonderful world of football.
Recently the NFL has
received a great deal of media
coverage regarding its players'
battles with domestic violence.
This has created an uproar
among NFL fans, including
many
students
at
USD.
"Considering football is
already such a male dominated
sport, it becomes dehumanizing
when the league tries to slip
incidents like domestic violence
under the radar," senior Nicole
Steinmetz said. "It comes across
as them caring more about
keeping successful players than
protecting the safety of women."
On Sept. 14, an edited photo
of the CoverGirl "Get Your Game
Face On" campaign, portraying
a female in a Baltimore Ravens

jersey with a black eye hit Twitter
with the hashtag #BoycottNFL
and #CoverGirlcott. The photo
was first
edited and released
on Twitter by

get

Adele Stan to

CoverGirl's
attention.
CoverGirl has not yet
taken down its "Get Your Game
Face On" photo, however the
company has made it clear it does
not support domestic violence.
On Sept. 15, CoverGirl
released a statement in response
to the Photoshopped images
and
addressed
the
NFL's
handling of domestic violence.
"We developed our NFL
program to celebrate the more
than 80 million female football
fans," the release said. "In light of
recent events, we have encouraged
the NFL to take swift action on
their path forward to address
the issue of domestic violence."
CoverGirl
has
always
shown support for women and
has spoken out against domestic
violence in the past, including
a
Facebook
press
release.
"As a brand that has
always supported women and
stood for female empowerment,
CoverGirl
believes domestic

violence
is
completely
unacceptable," the release said.
CoverGirl's
statement
poses the question as to how
the acts of domestic violence
were handled and what it means
for the future of both the NFL
and the female fans who have
poured their hearts into the game.
The NFL has traditionally
been viewed as a male dominated
industry, casting a shadow over
female fans who are often just as
devoted as their male counterparts.
The acts of domestic
violence have only perpetuated
society's
interpretation
of
masculinity in relation to the
apparent expectation that in order
to be a man, you must be tough,
which
often
unintentionally
translates
to
violence.
NFL players are often seen
as role models, to young boys,
primarily due to their tough
and
masculine
appearances
and behaviors. Young boys,
particularly those involved in
sports, are told to "act tough," "be
a man" or "stop playing like a girl."
This has led them to associate
acceptance in sports with being
strong, tough or even violent. Do

Photo courtesy of Twitter/NFL #CoverGirlcott

we want our children growing
up thinking the mistreatment
of women is an acceptable
portrayal
of
masculinity?
Sophomore Tyler Myrley, a
member of USD's spirit team and

an NFL fan, makes note of the
importance of athletic role models.
"I believe that as a
professional athlete you are a
role model to so many aspiring
athletes," Myrley said. "Since they
are always in the public eye, they
should pay the consequences."
We
severely
condemn
violence on the field
during
games, but we are also supposed
to adhere to a zero tolerance policy
for violence off the field. How
can we better translate the harsh
punishments given for violence on
the field to those off the field that
have previously been trivialized?
According to Hannah Storm,
news anchor for ESPN, 45 percent
of the NFL's fans are women.
Overall, women have been more
vocal toward the issues of domestic
violence than men. Are women
speaking out because they are
true football fans and disapprove
of these acts? Or are they falling
to societal expectations that place
the responsibility to oppose these
acts in the hands of women?
This then presents an
interesting question: Would this
many women be speaking out if the
men responsible for handling this
situation really followed the zero
tolerance policy? #CoverGirlcott
is pushing for a dramatic
change in the NFL community,
starting
with
CoverGirl.
NFL protesters, with skills
in Photoshop, have boycotted
CoverGirl, the official beauty
partner of the NFL. What do they
want from CoverGirl? To stop
supportingandsponsoringtheNFL.
#CoverGirlcott
has
made a dramatic statement
with Photoshop edits to the
CoverGirl NFL models. The
pictures send a strong message
not only to the NFL and fans,
but to the general public as well.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Students enjoy safely biking to class as an alternative to driving

By Tobi Nickel
CONTRIBUTOR
With year-round mild
weather, San Diego is one the
best cities in the entire nation
for people to commute by bike.
The San Diego region has more
than 1,340 miles of bikeways and
USA Today ranked San Diego as
one of the top 10 most bicyclefriendly cities.
Given these favorable
circumstances, commuting to
class by bike is something that
USD students may want to
consider.
I live in Mission
Beach and I greatly enjoy riding
my bike to and from class on
a regular basis. It is a very
fulfilling experience that enriches
my daily life.
While I was riding my
bike home along the San Diego
River in the glistening evening
sun last week, I thought that
more students should know about
and take advantage of the unique
opportunity of going to college
in such a beautiful and bikefriendly city.
Biking to class is not as
crazy as it sounds. It is a great
way to start your day, stay fit and
help the environment. It reduces
traffic congestion and greenhouse
gas emissions.

It also saves you money
on gas, not to mention the
expensive USD commuter
parking permit. Lastly,
you don't get
stuck in traffic
or have to
worry
about
finding
a

parking
spot,
which
can be
notoriously
difficult and timeconsuming at USD.
Especially if you
live at the beach, biking to class
is a great alternative to driving
your car. It also is a viable
option for those who would

move

like to

mmwmm
off-campus, but don't own a
car and are concerned about
transportation to and from USD.

According to Google
Maps, it is only a 4.5 mile
commute from Mission
Beach to USD
estimated to take
26 minutes though you
can do it
in 20
minutes
or less
if
you

have
a
decent
hybrid
bike.
From
Pacific Beach
it takes 33
minutes on average
and from Ocean Beach
only 23 minutes!
The best part is that the
route form the beach to USD is
very scenic, offering spectacular
views of Mission Bay and of

the San Diego River Wildlife
Preserve.
Bike paths that have
been designated for the exclusive
use of bicycles and pedestrians
exist along almost the entire
stretch between USD and
Mission Beach.
As a result, the
commute is very safe and you
will rarely find yourself sharing
the roadway with motor vehicles.
Biking to school is
a unique way to explore and
appreciate the beautiful climate
and landscapes that San Diego
has to offer.
It allows you to be more
in tune with your environment,
noticing things that would not
get your attention if you were
sitting in your car.
While driving, people
are primarily focused on traffic
lights, stop signs and other cars,
trying to get to their destination
as fast as possible.
However, biking to
school is a completely different
experience that gives students the
opportunity to slow down their
hectic lives, gather their thoughts
and spend more time in the
outdoors.
So, if you haven't tried
it yet, consider gathering a group
of friends and riding your bike to
class together.

Letters to the
Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters
to the editor from students, faculty, staff,
administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to
managing@usdyista.com with the subject
line "Letter to the Editor."
Submissions should be limited to 500
words and must include verifiable contact
information. Letter content is subject to
editing for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish anonymous
letters, those addressed to a third party or
letters in poor taste.
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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myHomework

BH

ItudyBlue

lis handy app allows you to
jreate your own set of
lashcards while placing them
your virtual "backpack" to
3tudy in the future. Besides
)eing a user-friendly app,
there is also a desktop version
online. Connect your cards to
your individual course and
see other sets of flashcards
that exist with the same
subjects.
?wyw

myHomewprk offers a space
to log all ofyour classes,
assignments, and to stay on
track with.due dates. You can
prioritize assignments with
different colors, get rewards
for completing your
homeworkand teachers can
integrate assignments and
documents, similarly to
Blackboard

-

Illl
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%

EVERNOTE

~Pwe: ftee .

Evernote

This all-inclusive app helps
keep lists, voice memos and
imported PDF files organized
and in one place. The app is
made for iPhones, iPads and
desktops which allows for a
seamless sync of lists, files
and more all within a few taps.
The premium features allow
for annotation of PDF files and
offline access to notes in your
virtual notebook.

7\ioe. fxee, $5 a month fmpxemium fiaUtxesi

iStudiez Pro
Documents to Go
If you have classes that focus
heavily on online articles,
Documents to Go is your
source to save all of your PDF
documents in one place. You
can also create and edit
Microsoft Word documents on
the go with your Android or
iOS device.
T\ice: $4.99

Sunrise Calendar
This streamline calendar
incorporates several social media
platforms to keep your schedule
as up to date and thorough as
possible. Facebook events and
birthdays are included along with
Linkedln profile pictures of people
that you are meeting for work
related events. The calendar can
also provide weather reports for
your event location and uses
Google Maps to navigate to your
event location.
7*uce:jhee

!

Now that w< are a few weeks into
the semester you might find
yourself feeling overwhelmed with
all of the projects, papers, tests
and quizzes coming your way. If
you are feeliig stressed, the best
way to stay on top of your
assignments.? bv keeping
everything organized with a
calendar or a task list. Another
important aspect of getting back
into your study schedule is how
you study. You may want to use
flashcards or to highlight your
notes or readings to create the
most effective study method.
Luckily, then are several apps for
your smartphone or tablet that will
help make this semester the best
one yet.

For a multicolor calendar to
schedule your classes,
assignments and more,
iStudiez Pro has it all in one
easy-to-use app that syncs
with iCal. It works across all
Mac devices so you can. flow

from one Apple gadget to
another without missing a
thing.

•Pxicc: $2.99

Graphing Calculator
* you get stuck in Copley
jibrary without your
graphing calculator, this app
is perfect for you. Combining
|the platform of TI devices and
an easy-to-use app, you can
graph the same functions and
solve equations with a few
taps on your smartphone.
Plict: $099

White Noise lite

Overdrive

If you are trying to focus on
studying but do not want
absolute silence or too much
stimulation from your favorite:
Pandora station, White Noise
allows you to have minimal
background noise without any
distractions. Examples include
waves, a rotating ceiling fan and
raindrops falling, that will help
keep you stress free while
tackling your mountain of
reading.

This innovative online
resource allows you access to
your local public library's
archive of online books,
documents, audio books and
videos without assessing a
late charge like a traditional
library rental would. You can
also sync bookmarks and
libraries across multiple
Android, iOS and Windows 8
phones and tablets.
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Outdoor Adventures upcoming events

By Brittany Carava
FEATURE EDITOR
@brittcarava
I like to think that I'm a
pretty keen observer. I enjoy
looking at the details, the small
little clues in movies or images in
magazines or other print media.
The details that I have been
noticing the most lately are the
ones printed on every article of
clothing or accessory 1 see on
campus.
I look around my classrooms
and count at least three Lululemon
logos on yoga pants, multiple
pairs of Nikes, Camelback water
bottles, Longchamp bags and
more.
What I am curious about
is who or what group decided
that these were the labels that
every college student, or more
specifically every USD student,
should be wearing.
Maybe it's like what the
famous "Mean Girls" quote
alluded to, "Regina George wore
army pants and flip-flops, so I
wore army pants and flip-flops."
Maybe there is a group of
influencers like the character of
Regina George, who create what
the status quo or trends are on
campus. But again, who decides
who these influencers are?
1 also find it interesting to
see different trends come from
different corners of the country.
West Coast students might have
yoga pants and Rainbow flipflops, while students from the
Pacific Northwest have Northface
jackets and the students from
the East Coast have everything
Vineyard Vines or Lilly Pulitzer.
I have to admit I am
definitely guilty of committing
what I like to call "label overload,"
but I do make an attempt to think
out of the box when making my
decisions while I shop.
It's not that I don't like these
brands or I don't want to support
their companies, I just think
that it is important to recognize
individuality every once in a
while.
One of my favorite things
about shopping in Europe this
past summer was that I was able
to select a sundress that was
handmade in France and I knew
that no one else at USD would
have it.
I think it is worth it to try
something new by visiting a
local Buffalo Exchange, another
consignment shop or a local
boutique, there might be treasures
waiting for you that you will love
even more than your old clothes
and want to start your own trend
away from the status quo.

* Discover San Diego IDSD1Trips: Discounts for Resident
Students!
"IDRC Class for 0.5 credit
Kevin Nelson/The Vista

Kevin Nelson/The Vista

Kevin Nelson/The Vista

Love to write?
Want a resume booster?
Come write for The Vista!
Writers meetings:
Tuesdays SLP 403B
12:30P.M.
managing@usdvista.com

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia
Commons
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USD promotes creativity through writers series

By Christina Belloso
ASST. FEATURE EDITOR
The Cropper Creative
Writing Series celebrated its
10th Anniversary by kicking
off the 2014-2015 cycle with a
lecture from author and National
Book Award finalist,
Sarah
Shun-lien Bynum, on Sept.18.
The Lindsay J. Cropper
Center for Creative Writing was
established in 2004
as a memorial
'•
to honor USD alumna, Lindsay
J. Cropper, who died tragically
in 2000. Cropper was an English
major, a book reviewer for the
Union Tribune and an aspiring
writer. Her parents, Barrie and
Dorothy Cropper, decided to
commemorate their daughter.
The center, located in Founders
Hall, is a place for students to
come together and share their
interest for creative writing.
Cropper developed this passion
while attending the university,
leaving a legacy for the creation
of the memorial writers series.
The Center and English
department have hosted the
annual Writers Series since 2004.
Students are encouraged to attend
authors' readings and inquire
about the process of producing
their
own
work.
English
professor and published author,

Halina Duraj, is the director of
the Cropper Center for Creative
Writing and organizes the
Cropper Memorial Writers Series.
Since 2012, the Barrie
Cropper Memorial Lecture on
the Craft of Creative Writing
is given to introduce the series
and connect English majors
of
every
genre
emphasis.
"It's a great way to foster
community
among
different
classes and genres at the beginning
of the academic year; all students
have this common experience,
and they take it back to their
classes and draw on it all semester
long as they explore the craft of
creative writing," Duraj said.
The series invited author
Sarah
Shun-lien
Bynum
to
give
the
lecture.
Bynum has written two novels
and been featured in the New
Yorker, Ploughshares, Tin House,
the Georgia Review. She was
also noted one of "20 Under 40"
fiction writers by the New Yorker.
Currently living in Los Angeles,
she's a professor for the Graduate
Writing Program at Otis College
of Art and Design. Her two
novels, Ms. Hempel Chronicles
and Madeleine Is Sleeping, both
received professional recognition,
earning
the
PEN/Faulkner

The lecture room was filled with
students from creative writing
classes, English professors and
Dorothy Cropper, who attends all
the lectures. During her lecture,
Bynum explained the process
that she underwent to compose
her two novels and offered advice
to those aiming to harness their
creative writing skills. Her novel,
Ms. Hempel Chronicles, about
the adventures of a seventh grade
teacher, was a story she kept
returning to due to her memories
as a middle school teacher.
"The heart of writing is
the act of imagining how
someone else thinks, feels,
and perceives," Bynum said.
Her experiences gave her
insight into how to mold the
main character and effectively
translate those aspects to the
reader. Bynum stressed the
importance that creative writing
is a process and that it takes time
to develop one's craft. Duraj
echoes this development of
writing as a craft, highlighting
Bynum's strengths as a writer.
"She has a real empathy for
the struggles of writing students,
both as a teacher and as a writer
herself. And her own writing
is pitch-perfect: not a word
is out of place or extraneous.

Award

Heidinger

She's an exccMenl writer and

respectively.

teacher of writing," said Duraj.

Kafka

and

Janet

Prize

Mystery
Professor
Profile

Ian Lituchy/The Vista
Author Sarah Shun-lien Bynum inspires student writers with her lecture on creative writing.

The speakers are often chosen
with the students' benefit in
mind. Students are able to
engage
with
authors
who
have already developed their
craft by listening to their
lectures and asking questions.
"The readings and lecture are
wonderful events, but younger
writers really connect and
become inspired
by
more

having a conversation about the
craft of writing," Duraj said.
The Center for Creative Writing
wants to inspire students to take
advantage of all that the center has
to offer, whether they are majoring
in English or not. The readings are
open to the public and take place
in the Manchester Conference
Center Auditorium. The next
reading will be featuring author,

experienced

when

Ross Gay, Nov. 1 at 1 p.m., and

they're sitting around a table,

all are encouraged to attend.

writer
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1. My significant other also teaches at USD.
2. Hockey is not a sport; it is a way of life.
3.1 have to work hard to keep my words per
minute speak down when I teach as I often get
too excited in class.
4. Odds are I will be wearing a t-shirt with a
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Busy-ness as Mission Beach celebrates its centennial
usual
arts@usdvista.CQtn
@kkarn 7

While there are many
beaches in San Diego, Mission
Beach holds a special place
in University of San Diego
students' hearts. Whether they
spend the day at the beach or
are at a party, there are many
reasons for students to visit the
lively beach.
USD senior Matt Sirianni,
who has lived at the beach
for over a year, loves the
environment that Mission Beach
offers.
"The place is a large
playground," Sirianni said.
"There also is no better way to
make your friends [and family]
back home more jealous than by
sending them a picture from your
balcony, Snapchats from the
boardwalk, or Instagramming
the sunsets over the pacific."
Mission Beach wraps up its
seven-month long Centennial
Celebration this weekend on
Saturday, Sept. 27 with its
final event, the Mission Beach
Centennial Festival.
The festival, which will be
held in Belmont Park from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m., is free and will
feature live music, the Draft
Untapped Beer Garden, a BBQ
Tasting snd Competition, Pilar's
Bathing Beauties Fashion Show,
the Mission Beach Museum and

expected to attend.
The Centennial Celebration
began in March with the
Monument
Dedication
and
Resident Walk and continued
into April with Taste of Mission
Beach, an eating tour of local
restaurants.
In May there was a surf
contest and in June a Father's
Day vintage car show. July
featured a showing of the
movie "Jaws" at the Plunge
pool followed by a Leam How
to Build a Sandcastle From the
Pros event in August. Volleyball
and horseshoes tournaments
were held earlier in September.
Mission Beach's history
officially began in June 1914
when the official subdivision
map was surveyed, and by
December 1914 the subdivision
map became the first official
map of Mission Beach when it
was adopted by the Common
Council of San Diego. Mission
Beach became more accessible,
however, when a bridge was
built in 1915 connecting it with
Pacific Beach.
J.M. Ascher, known as
the Father of Mission Beach,
was the developer that headed
the beach's Tent City in 1914,
although it was dismantled
in 1922 and replaced with
permanent housing. During
this time period there was also
a Mission Beach Bathhouse,
which was torn down in the

many different festival vendors.

1950s.

By Jacqueline Almeida
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

By Kevin Karn
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
@kkam7
The word "busy" is not an
adjective to describe a person; it
is a frame of mind. And that is
exactly where the word should
stay. When people say, "I am
busy," or "It's been busy," there
is an assumption that their time
is valued much higher than that
of the person they are speaking
with. This eliminates any
possibility of developing deeper
conversation because initially
there has already been an inherent
time limit established as well as
a hierarchy of importance.
The issue is not whether
people can have busy lives, it
is about the way in which they
express it and how certain word
choices can foster conversations
while others will extinguish
them. The term "busy" is the
ultimate conversation destroyer
and yet possibly the most
common word I have heard on
campus. Consider this generic
student conversation:

Guy: Hey! How's it going?

Girl: Good. How are you?
Guy: Good. How's your
semester going?
Girl. Not bad, just really
busy.
Guy: Yeah I know what you
mean, same here...
Girl: Oh okay cool, well I'll
see you around.
I hope that conversation is as
exhausting to read as it is to hear.
Quite frankly, I am not sure why
either one would wish to talk to
the other again. There is nothing
wrong with the conversation,
except for a glaring irony.
The guy essentially turns the
conversation into a waste of
time by stating that he is pressed
for time. One would think
that someone who values their
time so much would actually
want their conversations to be
meaningful and insightful, but it
is usually not the case.
So how do we escape
this vexed cycle of empty
conversation? By using phrases
that invite dialogue. Rather than
say that you have been busy,
explicitly describe all that has
been occupying your time. Talk
about a difficult class that you
have. Bring up the TV show you
watched until 3 a.m. There is a
good chance that the person you
speak to will either be able to
relate to something you bring up
or at the very least ask questions
about it. At this point, the layers
of each other start to get peeled
back and you can actually get to
know someone.
Now, I get it. There are a
ton of people on campus and
you cannot be best friends with
them all. But you certainly can
try. Each person has their own
beautiful and unique story to tell
and we all have an opportunity
to make this small school a little
smaller. We just have to stop
being so busy.

Some of the musicians
scheduled to play are Euphoria
Brass Band, Sue Palmer, Fred
Thompson, Ukulele Majesty,
The Jackstraws, The Soulside
Players, Rian Basilio and the
Rosters, and Split Finger.
Around 20,000 people are

John D. Spreckels became
the next major developer
of Mission Beach with the
building of the Mission Beach
Amusement Center in 1925.
The center featured a games
carnival, a ballroom, the Plunge
swimming pool and the Giant

arls2@usdvisla.com

Kevin Nelson/The Vista

Stop by Belmont Park to celebrate the festival.

Dipper roller coaster. Today the
Plunge and the Giant Dipper
are still around, although the
amusement park is now called
Belmont Park.
The
amusement
park's
history hasn't always been good;
in December 1976 the park
completely shut down, and the
Giant Dipper was in danger of
being demolished. The coaster
was added to the National
Registry of Historic Places in
1978 and became a National
Historic Landmark eight years
later, saving it from demolition
and making it the second oldest
roller coaster in California today.
In 1988 Belmont Park reopened,
although the Giant Dipper didn't
reopen until Aug. 11, 1990 and

tourists and San Diegans have
been enjoying the park and
coaster ever since.
The park and all of its
history will be on full display this
weekend, attracting people from
all over the city and students
spread out in the area who want

to experience the wonders of
Mission Beach.
"It provides San Diegans
with a great opportunity to
enjoy the outdoors and natural
beauty of the sea," Sirianni said.
"It serves as a very strong off
campus community for upper
and even some lower classmen
[of USD]."
Sirianni also says that living
on Mission Beach promotes a
very active lifestyle, making it
a very hip place to attract older
and younger people alike.
"I enjoy everything from
runs on the boardwalk, to laying
out and beach bonfires to going
out to Comber at night and
grabbing a burrito from Sara's,"
Sirianni said. "There is always
something to do at Mission

Beach."
Mission Beach and all its
attractions are a huge part of San
Diego's long history. What better
way to spend the weekend then
to hit the beach this weekend and
celebrate it.

DJ Stenox shines on USD campus
An in-depth look at one of our own rising stars in the DJ industry
By Abby Gentry
CONTRIBUTOR
Many believe music has the
ability to affect your mood; it can
cheer you up or it can calm you
down. University of San Diego
student and DJ, Stefano Casillo,
also known as "Stenox," hopes
his music helps others to have
a good time. According to those
who have heard him, including
those who attended the Electric
Blue concert, it does just that.
Stenox
came
to
the
University of San Diego his
freshman year already having
a passion for music. He has
played both the piano and
drums for about eight years
and was looking for a style that
better suited his personality,
which he found with electronic
music. There was also a strong
connection to the emergence
of the genre on the west coast,
particularly California.
"The combination of the
California environment and
my curiosity for a new style
of music that better embodied
my personality led me to begin
experimenting with electronic
music," Casillo said.
Although he is extremely
busy working on his music,
Stenox still makes his education

a top priority.
He fully
understands that the music
industry is a tough one to crack
and in the event that it does not
work out, he will always have
his education to fall back on.
"I prefer to keep my music
and school life completely
separate," Casillo said. "This
way 1 can give 110 percent of
myself to each area in my life so
I can perform to the best of my
ability both in school and on the
stage."
Music is what he has always
wanted to do, though, so it is
important for him to continue
putting himself out there and
making himself known.
"It is just as important to
chase your passions and if an
opportunity presents itself, 1
will take the risk and gratefully
accept the opportunities that
come my way," Casillo said.
Listing Zedd and Martin
Garrix as some of his major
influences and inspirations as a
DJ, he hopes one day he will be a
part of the big leagues and be able
to consider these successful DJ's
as his competition. This looks
to be right around the corner.
Playing at popular San Diego
nightclubs such as "Bassmnt"
has helped catapult his success
and continues to propel him
forward as a performer.

loose and feel the energy
of those who came out to
see me which is always
exciting."
Coincidentally,
concertgoers
claim
that Stenox had a great
energy that made them
want to dance and have a
good time. It is safe to
say that good vibes
were exchanged
b e t w e e n
both
Stenox
and
concert
attendees.
is
Stenox
currently
working
on
his promotion
and getting his
name out into
the world of
music. As one
of our fellow
Toreros, it will
be
exciting
to
continue
f o 11 o w i rt g
in
his
him
music career
and watching
where it takes
him.

Although he has
had the opportunity to
play at some interesting,
and
popular
local,
places, he mentioned
USD as his favorite.
"USD has for sure
been one of my favorite
gigs," Casillo said.
"Here I was
really able
to
let
.

•
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Photo Courtesy of
Stef Casillo
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Notes from abroad: Toreros talk travel
So many of our Toreros are studying abroad this semester. Each week we will feature two pieces
written by students who are spending this fall overseas. Here are this week's submissions:

September in Scotland: politics in the city of Edinburgh

Photos Courtesy of Catie Chipman

Explore the beautiful castles amid the luscious, green pastures in'Edinburgh or take a walk through the busy streets of the city.

By Catie Chipman
CONTRIBUTOR
It's only been a few
weeks and yet Edinburgh has
transformed itself from a foreign
city to a navigable, comfortable,
and dare I say 'home-y' place.
Since the moment that I arrived,
it did not take long to realize
this was not San Diego. Only
moments after getting off the
plane, the rain was falling, the
wind was blowing and there
was not a beach in sight, but
rather hills of green and brown.
Having heard that the Scots were
a friendly group of people I was
anxious to see if this was the
case, well it did not take long to
prove true, starting with my taxi
driver.
As soon as the taxi driver

realized I was a visiting student,
I got the run down on everything
going on in the city. The driver
took it upon himself to bring
me on the route through the
Meadows,
around
Arthur's
Seat, to a dormant volcano,

the best street for pub crawls,
and finally to see Parliament.
While all the sites we drove by
had. a story, Parliament was of
particular intrigue to me, and of
great interest to the cab driver.
At this point the referendum vote
was still a few weeks away yet
windows all around the city had
something to say.
With each day that passed
it appeared that Edinburgh was
showing more and more opinions
in terms of the referendum;
however it seemed to only take
the form of 'Yes' or 'No' signs

in the windows of flats and store
fronts. There was no real chatter
on the streets, nor were there
big groups voicing, chanting,
gathering or promoting their
views in the Squares. As the vote
approached, 'Yes' signs appeared
in more and more windows while
the papers grew in 'No' articles.
As family and friends from
home had asked, "Isn't it such an
exciting time to be in Scotland?"
The answer of course is yes, it
is a wonderful time to be here.
However, not so much due to the
potentially monumental moment
in history. Life in the city carried
on normally, nothing radical
or rebellious carried on in the
streets, and people simply carried
on their normal lives. Even on
referendum day, Parliament was
just another building on Princes

Street. No radical groups, no
crazy shows of opinions and as
a matter of fact the only showing
was simple buttons worn on shirts
to claim 'yes' or 'no'. The night
of the vote, the results from each
city were aired on the television
throughout the pubs, yet interest
was more focused on the TVs
playing sports. When the "No"
vote came through the following
morning the city hremained the
same. There were no riots in
the streets ot protesting in front
of Parliament. It has been such
a bizarrely calm event to watch
and see first hand.
While the political climate
was much calmer than f expected
it is nonetheless an exciting time
to be in Scotland. The city is a
remarkably friendly place, and
with the University of Edinburgh

at the heart of the city, students
have claimed the city as thenown. Whether it is meeting for
study groups at the pubs or doing
work at one of the hundreds of
coffee shops, everywhere you
looV, ttie University is present.
Not only is the city here to
explore, but also St. Andrews,
Glasgow and countryside are just
train rides away. It is as if the city
itself begs you to explore, kayak
the Highlands, bike the city and
courses of St. Andrews and to
see the secrets of the Dungeons
and Chambers of historic
Edinburgh. With places like this
and the history of the area, it is
no wonder that JK Rowling was
inspired to write here, after all
walking along the streets of Old
Town Edinburgh is like walking
through Hog warts.

ARTS & CULTURE CALENDAR of EVENTS
Check out events happening during the month of September right here in San Diego
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FROM PINOCCHIO
AND BEYOND

24-28

FILM FESTIVAL

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORY
ART LA JOLLA

MOTHER ROSALIE
@ 5:30 P.M.

26THE KOOKS
HOUSE OF BLUES
@ 7 P.M.

25

Cultural
Studies in the
Classroom

25

JASON ALDEAN

SLEEP TRAIN AMPITHEATRE
@ 7:30 P.M.

FOUNDERS HALL

127

AIDS
WALK/RON
NORMAL ST./
HARVEY MILK ST.
@ 6 P.M

27

Foster the
People

RIMAC ARENA AT UCSD
@ 8 P.M

30

USD CHANGEMAKER
FEST
USD CAMPUS
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Living fresh with San Diego's local farmer's markets
A look at the many different markets and where students can go to find them
By Courtney Freeman
CONTRIBUTOR
San Diego's consistently
sunny weather and year-round
agricultural season has made the
city an epicenter for fresh produce
and distinctive, artisanal goods.
Locals and visitors frequent
farmer's markets that occur daily
in the diverse neighborhoods of
the community. The markets have
something for everyone, including
live music, fresh foods and
beverages, and homemade textiles.
"The fun and friendly
atmosphere is what attracts people
to the markets," said USD junior,
Eliza Vera, who has worked
at various farmers markets
across the city for H&B's Guac
Shac and Lotus World Foods.
Her passion for local, fresh
food is truly apparent, as she
enjoys the laid back environment
where individuals have the chance
to connect with new people and
exchange in the vibrancy of an
inclusive communal atmosphere.
Vera highly encourages people
to visit the markets because of
the genuine community feel and
opportunity to wholly experience
each
unique
neighborhood
in the San Diego vicinity.
Senior Ryan Safar, who
frequents the farmer's market,also
understands the opportunity to
immerse oneself in the communi ty.
However, he mentions the prices
as another attraction as well.
"Students are attracted to
the farmer's markets for three
reasons: no entry fee, free tasters,
and good vibes," said Safar.
That aspect of affordability
plays a huge part in the markets'
popularity. There is a belief
among many that the ability
to
buy
fresh,
homegrown
products causes the prices to

6
3

go up. The prices, however, are
very comparable to the average
grocery store largely due to the
competition between vendors.
Linda Vista Farmer's Market
is located only a few miles up the
road from campus. This makes it
ideal for students due to its close
proximity and variety of unique
selections. At this particular
market, you will find an array of
food options including homemade
pastas,
authentic
tamales,
freshly popped kettle corn and
delectable treats that will satisfy
any craving. The neighborhood
market occurs every Thursday
from 2 to 6 p.m. in the LindaVista Plaza Shopping Center.
Several times throughout
the year, USD freshmen make a
special trip to the outdoor event

Photo Courtesy of Natalie Maynor/Flickr Commons CC
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most visited of these bazaars is
the Hillcrest Farmers Market,
located between Lincoln Street
and Normal Avenue. The market
runs every Sunday from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. and showcases over
a hundred vendors each week.
Hillcrest is widely known
for its acceptance of gender
diversity and a wide array of
independently owned restaurants,
shops and galleries. Its active gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
community allows for an openminded atmosphere that heavily
focuses on a dynamic local- flair.
Each July, the neighborhood
puts on "San Diego Pride" which
consists of an energetic parade
and an action-packed, twoday showcase in Balboa Park
sponsored by the San Diego
LGBT Pride Organization. Due
to this overwhelmingly supportive
community, its local Sunday
farmer's market has become a
weekly staple in the routine of
residents and sightseers alike.
Local farmer's markets are
a great way to support sustainable
agriculture and independently
operated farms in the San Diego
community. Occasionally, shuttles
are offered from campus to the
various markets in the area or
public transportation can be
used. Specifically on campus,
La Paloma offers a variety of
environmentally friendly foods
that come directly from San Diego
area farmers and manufacturers.
Menu options include seasonal
salads, sandwiches, soups and the
ever so popular Mongolian grill,
which focuses entirely on "clean
ingredients." As USD strives to
promote eating fresh and locally,
visiting farmers markets is a great
way to create a positive effect
on the well being of everyone.

Puzzle of the Week:
SUDOKU
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Beach, mentioning other aspects
beyond the vendors that make
the market such a spectacle.
"Honestly, you can probably
see every vendor in five minutes,
but there is so much more than
the food that catches your eye,"
Safar said. "Specific to OB is
the pier 100 yards from the
market. I put the cherry on top
with a walk on the lowest and
longest pier on the Pacific coast."
• The
Ocean
Beach
marketplace truly provides a
relaxed ambiance that fully
conveys
the
quintessential
Southern California ideal of a
vibrant beach town. It occurs every
Wednesday from 4 to 8 p.m. on the
4900 block of Newport Avenue,
between Cable and Bacon Streets.
One of the largest and

People can enjoy the fresh fruits and vegetables at San Diego's local farmer's markets.

8

4

as a Living Learning Community
(LLC) requirement. This allows
students to gain a better perspective
on the surrounding community
and become fully integrated
into the culture around them.
Another popular market
within the San Diego community
is located in the center of Ocean
Beach. This market is a favorite
among USD students such as
junior Joey Rocha, who attends
the market nearly every week.
"The OB Farmer's Market is
the essence of Southern California
culture," Rocha said. "There's a
large selection of locally grown
organic produce as well as a
wide variety of foods ranging
from tamales to sea urchin."
Safar expands on
the
wonderful atmosphere of Ocean

9

Each week, we will select
a different puzzle to be
included in this section. This
week's puzzle is: Sudoku!
Think you have what it
takes to solve it? Try your
hand at this challenging
puzzle and check back
next week for the solution!
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Down
2. Only building with a rooftop observatory
3. Where to get crepes
5. Where to catch our Toreros play
7. Original site of the College for Women
10. Where to find La Gran Terraza
11. Only all-male dorm on campus
14. Home of the International Center
Across
1. Hahn Pavilion is home to this school
4. Building named after the third wife of McDonald's
CEO
6. Location of the "Harry Potter" room

Think you know USD? Try
your skills out on this week's
crossword
puzzle.
Featuring
different buildings located all over
campus, it is your time to show
how well you know your school!
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8. Location of the Vista office

9. Where to find the Office of Financial Aid
12. Our campus organic grocery store
13. Home to Bert's Bistro
15. Home of Shiley-Marcos School of Engineering
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Into the blue: behind the scenes with Blue Man Group
By Kevin Karn
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
@kkarn7
Consisting of three bald
men, dressed in all black
and painted completely blue,
its members are
instantly
recognizable. In fact, the Blue
Man Group, founded in 1987, has
performed for millions of people
to date and is one of the most
well-known acts in theater. While
so many are familiar with the
act, it is still difficult for people
to say what the show is truly
about and that is what makes it so
intriguing.
"It's hard to describe to
someone else," said Patrick
Newton, a seven-year cast
member of the touring Blue Man
Group. "It's not 'Beauty and
the Beast', where you know the
Beast is going to transform at
the end. You don't know what's
going to happen."
On Friday, Oct. 3, USD
students can experience the
anomalous
spectacle
and
nationwide phenomenon as it
brings its tour to San Diego's
Civic Theatre, located on Third
Avenue downtown. The show
continues through Sunday, Oct.

5 with five shows scheduled over
the three-day span. If audience
members can expect one thing, it
is that their show will be unlike
anything that anyone has seen.
"It is different every time
you go and it will be unique
to that evening," Newton said.
"Blue Man really cares about the
shows and it's very specific to the
theater they're in."
Newton noted the first time
he experienced the performance
and the profound impact that it
had on him.
"Deep down I was so floored
at what I saw," Newton said. "It
was an opportunity for me to use
exactly what I was interested in."
Those
interests,
which
he describes as both odd and
inconducive to a lot of other jobs,
include acting, performing on
stage, audience interaction and
his first love, percussion. The
chance to utilize all of them in one
exhilarating atmosphere made it
clear where he wanted to be.
"Blue Man, for me, was
something predestined," Newton
said. "I was born to do this."
Many people, especially
college students, often struggle
with finding a particular career

path that suits their interests
and skills. While
Newton
recognizes that his circumstances
are uncommon, he views the
performance as a way for an
audience to connect to more than
just what is occurring onstage.
"The point of the show is all
about connection," Newton said.
"Both us to the audience and the
audience connecting to parts of
their selves they haven't thought
about."
Those connections can also
take physical forms as well, with
members of the audience being
pulled onstage to participate
in various parts of the show. It
creates an element of surprise and
unpredictability that challenges
the actors.
"As an actor, you spend
your time trying to know what it
is to be alive onstage," Newton
said. "There is so much audience
interaction with other trained
experts that it forces you to be
completely honest the entire
time."
The necessity to act honestly
is also present in Blue Man
Group's inability to talk during
their performances.
"When you're not able to

talk about something, you're not
able to put your own bias on it,"
Newton said. "You have to absorb
and perceive things in a different
way without shooting your trap."
Each man is part of a whole,
unable to be distinguished from
the others. Newton explains the
phenomenon of stepping into this
unique role.
"I love the fact that no one
knows who 1 am outside of the

show," Newton said. "Putting
on the makeup and costume
is deconstructing yourself and
wiping your slate clean."
Students
can
go and
experience what it is like for three
identical men to work together
silently in order to convey
messages clearly to the audience.
The show appeals to all senses
and there is no better advice to
give except: Go see it for yourself.
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True Fans

By Hunter Jameson
SPORTS EDITOR
@HJamo
One of the great things
about sports is that it can bring
a large group of people together
who all share something in
common. There could be so
many differences between two
people, or they could even have
total opposite personalities, but
loving the same team can make
them friends. In my opinion,
choosing your team is a lifelong
commitment.
Certain factors influence
which professional or college
teams you will follow for the
rest of your life including family
preferences, where you live or
even individual players. However,
there is one particular type of fan
that gets heavy scrutiny from the
sporting world, and you wouldn't
ever want to be caught acting like
one.
I'm
talking
about
bandwagon fans. Those fans that
claim to have loved the newest
champion for years but couldn't
name more than four players on
the team. It's so easy to tell a
bandwagon fan from the true fan
and it's just sad.When the San
Francisco Giants won the World
Series in 2011, the bandwagon
fans came sprinting out of the
tunnel ready to celebrate.
It's frustrating to know that
those people didn't suffer like the
rest of the fans during the times of
struggle, but then got to celebrate
like they just won the lottery.
It can happen in college
sports as well. There are probably
thousands of Alabama Crimson
Tide fans that couldn't even
tell you who their last Heisman
Trophy winner was. I'm all for
rooting for your team, but I'm
one of those people who wants a
legitimate reason.
There are also fans out there
who have a hard time sticking
with their team when times get
tough, otherwise known as the
fair weather fans.
I think these fans are just
as annoying, but not as bad as
the bandwagon fans. I'm a New
York Yankees fan and have a very
legitimate reason for being one,
but my team has not been doing
so well in the past few years.
My pride, however, has been
everlasting because there will be
a day when I can celebrate again.
It's very easy for a college
student to fall into this trap.
During
the
NCAA
Tournament, Cinderella teams
that make a run at the Final Four
are probably perfect examples
of this. If they barely squeaked
in due to a huge upset in the
conference tournament, I highly
doubt that their fans have been
loyal the entire season. They
probably showed up to two
games all season, while the poor
players had to play in half-empty
gyms up until they turned things
around.
My challenge is this
Toreros: Do not be a fair weather
fan. Our players and coaches
need our support, and they often
perform better when the stadium
or gym is packed with screaming
fans. It will definitely bring the
USD community closer together.

Ian Lituchy/The Vista

Senior wide receiver D'Angelo Barksdale catches a touchdown during the second half of the game against Princeton.

Football trumps the Tigers
Toreros improve to 2-1 after beating Ivy League champs
By Hunter Jameson
SPORTS EDITOR
@HJamo

goal the score was 21-15 at
halftime.
Epperly gave the Tigers
their first lead of the game on a
touchdown pass to wide receiver
Matt Costello just minutes into
The University of
the second half. USD retaliated
San Diego Toreros football
with a touchdown of their
team welcomed the Princeton
own when Williams and Bell
University Tigers last Saturday
connected in the end zone for
and came away with another
the second time. The lead was
victory, 39-29. With the win,
29-22 when the Toreros started
USD improves to 2-1 on
to pull away. Williams threw his
the season and will keep the
third touchdown of the day to
momentum heading into their
senior running back D'Angelo
next game at Marist University.
Barksdale that put the game out
The Torero offense was
of Princeton's reach. The Tigers
working early, with sophomore
would score one more time on an
quarterback Keith Williams
Epperly touchdown pass, but it
connecting with senior wide
was too little too late.
receiver Brandon
Williams
White on a 10-yard
finished with
touchdown pass.
W
277 passing
They got on the
Xff yards and
board again when
Williams
|
ir four
touchdowns,
ran it in
while Bell had a career day
himself,
with 245 total
making it
yards between
14-0 early in the first
punt returns
quarter. The Tigers came
and four
roaring back with 12
receptions.
straight points thinks to
quarterback Quinn
Epperly's mobility.
Senior wide receiver
Reggie Bell hauled in an
82-yard touchdown
reception extending the lead to
nine, but after a Tiger's field

Photo Courtesy of Austin Jacobs
Diego Torero shows his support for the football team.

In an interview with
USDtv after the game, Williams
expressed his excitement about
the win. "It was great. We beat an
Ivy League team, and Ivy League
champs at that," Williams said.
"It's a product of the guys around
me. They just made it so easy."
Defensively, cornerback
Toney Sawyer led the team with
seven tackles and an interception.
Looking ahead, USD
travels to Poughkeepsie, New
York to take on the Marist
University Red Foxes in a
Pioneer Football League
matchup. Marist has not won

a game thus far, most recently
falling to Drake University in
their home opener.
The Red Foxes are led by senior
wide receivers Armani Martin
and Matt Tralli, each surpassing
100 yards receiving in their last
game.
The Toreros have had
success against the Red Foxes in
recent years but each win has not
been easy.
Last season, USD
won in thrilling fashion 35-33
at Torero Stadium and hope to
continue the streak on Saturday.
The game starts at 10 a.m. PST.
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Students working hard to boost school spirit
By Claudia Close
CONTRIBUTOR
One might say that
school spirit is lacking at
University of San Diego.
Walking around campus and
seeing someone wearing San
Diego State University basketball
shorts or a Gonzaga University
shirt is something that needs
to be changed. Austin Jacobs,
president of the Bull Pit, aims to
do just that and more.
School
spirit
is
something that Jacobs really
values in a school. Unfortunately,
his dream of going to a school
and being a part of a large student
section did not match up to the
reality at USD.
"When I came here,the school
spirit was very lackadaisical,"
Jacobs said. "No one would go to
the games because they always
thought they had something
better to do."
Jacobs would go to games
and see multiple USD students,
but they would not be cheering
on the team or sitting in the
designated student section. This
frustrated him so he decided to
reinvent the Bull Pit.
"Instead of transferring and
going to a school that had big
school spirit, I said, 'You know
what? I'll just start it myself,"
Jacobs said.

Kevin Nelson/The Vista

The Bull Pit made its debut
in March 2014 at the last baseball
game. A new logo, spelling and
description has helped completely
rebrand the Bull Pit as the entire
student section for every sporting
event.
His overall goal for the Bull
Pit is to make USD a nationally
known school, and no longer be
confused with SDSU and UCSD,
or overshadowed by Gonzaga.
"If you look at Gonzaga
University, everyone knows of
them because of their basketball
program," Jacobs said. "Before
1998 when they went to the
NCAA Tournament and had a
good run, no one knew about
them."

Jacobs is frustrated that Gonzaga
shirts are sold anywhere in the
country, while USD. apparrel is
only seen on campus.
" We don't sell it anywhere,
whereas you can buy SDSU
apparel anywhere," Jacobs said.
"Not even at Target a mile away
in each direction."
In turn, Jacobs would
definitely like to be not only the
largest organization on campus,
but to see more Bull Pit shirts
floating around campus. In the
past, Jacobs has heard students
say they were unaware there was
a game. Therefore, another goal
that Jacobs has in mind is to make
sure every student at USD knows
when and where each game is.

Social media has become very
helpful in communicating to
students. The USD Bull Pit
now has accounts on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram that give
out dates, times and locations.
"My long-term goal is to
get USD on the map and my
short-term goal is to get more
students to the games because
that increases the energy and the
level of the athletes' play," Jacobs
said.
Jacobs said the turnout
this year has been absolutely
incredible. For the first men's
soccer game, a larger amount of
freshmen than ever before came
out to support, and stayed until
the end. The attendance at the

first football game almost led
to a sell-out, which Jacobs says
has not happened in a long time;
the Bull Pit took up two more
sections than he expected.
Essentially,
Jacobs
believes that simply showing up to
the game presents an opportunity
to have fun. Another issue is that
the school is very split between
academics and athletics; Jacobs
says there is a physical, mental
and communicational disconnect.
There are no flyers, posters, or
sidewalk chalk, which does not
help the school spirit.
Showing up to support the teams
is a way to get everyone together,
make new friends and help create
a bigger and better community
at USD. Because athletics is the
largest entertainment sector in the
world, he believes everything and
everyone is tied together through
it.
"Sports
are
what
transcends culture, whether it is
soccer, basketball, or football,"
Jacobs said. "The game of
soccer we play here in Torero
Stadium is the same game they
play in the streets of Brazil. It is
a way to bring people together
and form connections." With so
many sports competing during
the Fall semester, there are plenty
of opportunities to show school
spirit.

Chargers start season with big wins
Team follows upset of Seattle with win in Buffalo

By Matthew Roberson
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
@mroberson22
The San Diego
Chargers pulled off one of the
most impressive victories of
the young NFL season on Sept.
14, upsetting the defending
Super Bowl champion Seattle
Seahawks by a score of 30-21.
The Chargers were bolstered
by an intense Qualcomm
Stadium crowd, who provided
a raucous noise level during
all of the Seahawks' offensive
possessions, seemingly throwing
the champs off their game.
The Chargers will
look to ride the momentum
of this win into some of their
other marquee matchups this
season, including late-season
games against the New England
Patriots, San Francisco 49ers and
two against the Denver Broncos.
There were several
stories to the game aside from
the sweltering heat, including
Seahawks' All-Pro cornerback
Richard Sherman having three
passes completed on him, and
the renaissance performance
of Chargers' tight end Antonio
Gates.
However, when
looking at the stat sheet, the
one glaring thing that stands
out is time of possession. The
Chargers possessed the ball for
42:15, a staggering advantage
Over Seattle, whose offense
was on the field for just 17:45.

San Diego was also able to
convert on 10 of their 17 third
down plays, another factor that
led to the huge gap in time of
possession.
Seattle quarterback Russell
Wilson was upset but gave the
Chargers credit in only his ninth
career loss.
"They did a real good job on
third down when they had the
ball," Wilson said. "They just
sustained drives and kept us off
the field offensively."
The Seahawks were
also hindered by several selfinflicted wounds, mainly a kick
return fumble by Percy Harvin
and costly penalties at crucial
points of the game. The Chargers
did what is necessary to beat
a champion and capitalized on
Seattle's mistakes. Philip Rivers
completed 28 of 37 passes for
a total of 284 yards and three
touchdowns, all of which were
caught by Gates. For Gates, a
nine-year NFL veteran, his threetouchdown performance matched
a career high and marked only
the third time he has hauled in
three scores in a game.
These totals shouldn't
come as a surprise when you
examine the historic greatness of
the Rivers-Gates combination.
The two have hooked up for
65 touchdowns over the course
of their illustrious careers,
the highest total ever for a
quarterback-tight end duo. Gates
is also second all-time amongst
tight ends in career touchdowns,

trailing only the great Tony
Gonzalez.
It wasn't only Gates and Rivers
who made big plays for the
Chargers, as the offense also got
nice production from receivers
Eddie Royal and Keenan Allen.
Royal caught seven passes for 69
yards with Allen chipping in with
five catches and 55 yards while
being guarded by Sherman for
most of the game.
On the ground, the
Chargers totaled over 100
rushing yards but didn't have
a single player with more than
35 yards. Instead of relying on
one workhorse running back
to do the bulk of the work, the
Chargers' running game used
the three-headed attack of Ryan
Mathews, Danny Woodhead
and Donald Brown. Woodhead
led the way with 32 yards, with
Mathews close behind at 31 and
Brown contributing for 21.
However, the victory
came with a price for the
Chargers, as starter Mathews was
carted off the field early in the
fourth quarter with a knee injury.
Unfortunately the injury woes
did not stop there, as Woodhead
went down with a leg injury in
Sunday's win over the Buffalo
Bills. If Mathews and Woodhead
both miss a significant period
of time it will be up to Brown
to carry the rock in San Diego's
backfield.
The win in Buffalo
gives the Chargers a 2-1 record
to start the season for the third

Photo Courtesy of Nathan Rupert

time in the last four years. The
team was able to carry over the
momentum from the Seahawks'
upset into Buffalo and secure a
road win over an upstart Bills
team.
Rivers impressed
yet again, posting 256 yards
and two touchdown passes to
Royal. Rivers did a good job
of spreading the ball around to
all of his receivers - perhaps
knowing that the Buffalo defense
would put an emphasis on
stopping Gates following his
outburst against Seattle. Again,
the Chargers capitalized on their
opponent's mistakes, benefiting
from 11 Buffalo penalties.
Granted, it's early in

the season, but the Chargers
are making a case as one of the
AFC's best teams. If Rivers can
sustain this high level of play
throughout the season it will
help ease the pressure on the
recently depleted running game.
The defense has rather quietly
allowed an average of just 16.3
points per game, good for fifthbest in the NFL.
The Chargers next
three games come against
very beatable opponents - the
Jacksonville Jaguars, New
York Jets and Oakland Raiders
- giving the team a great
opportunity to firmly plant
themselves among the top teams
in the conference.
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Men's
basketball
takes
trip
to
Italy
Players take theology course while competing in Europe this summer

By Hunter Jameson
SPORTS EDITOR
@HJamo
The University of San
Diego men's basketball team
recently went to Europe in the
beginning of August for a unique
opportunity set up by head coach
Bill Grier. The current players
brought up the idea of playing
abroad to Grier. Even though
the trip was possible, they were
unsure if it would actually
happen.
In an interview with
USDtv, senior point guard Chris
Anderson said how they were
able to convince Grier to set up
the trip.
"We knew you can do it
once every four years, so we went
to coach and said. 'Can we go on
a foreign trip?" Anderson said.
"Since his captains came to him
he was really excited and got the
ball rolling for us."
The trip was
not
structured
strictly
around
basketball, as they were also
able to receive credit for taking
a theology course through USD's
study abroad program.
Professor
Florence
Gillman was the instructor of the
class, and was very excited that
her students could experience the
culture and history of Italy, which
was a major topic in the course.
During the summer
course, they took classes at
USD prior to embarking on their
journey. This helped the students
learn more about what they were
about to see.
Senior guard Johnny
Dee was thankful to have such a
knowledgeable professor to share
the experience with.
"We
had
a
great
professor who really knew a
lot about the subject and it was
fascinating for me to learn where
my faith developed," Dee said.
"It really helped my faith in a lot
of ways as well."
During the trip, the team
played in three games while also
teaching a children's basketball
camp for kids who are in Europe
while their parents in the U.S.

Navy are stationed there. Dee
enjoyed teaching the children and
thought it was a great way to give
back for being blessed with such
a wonderful experience.
"Coach Grier expressed
with us on the bus that as part
of our responsibility as being
blessed to be Division I athletes
is to give back to the game of
basketball," Dee said.
Anderson felt that these
kids being from Navy families
made it even more special. "They
had a lot of energy and we were
able to teach them a few things,"
Anderson said. "It was great to
give back to the people who are
fighting for our freedom."
The team played against
a team from Naples, Cerantola
and a basketball academy with
many Division I-caliber athletes.
"They
were
really
athletic and physical," Anderson
said. "They hit us hard a lot, but
it's a different style of play and
was fun to finally go through
that."
***»
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Outside of the game of
Photo Courtesy of Johnny Dee
basketball, the team explored
Johnny Dee and Chris Anderson pose in front of the Colosseum during their trip to Italy.
many world-famous areas of
Europe during their 11-day
excursion. A few of the highlights
included The Vatican and Sistine
Chapel, two of the most historic
sites in Christianity. Vatican City
was Anderson's favorite visit of
the trip.
"There is so much
history there, the Pope speaks
there and it was so pretty,"
Anderson said.
Now that they have
returned to America in preparation
for this season, they add a new fan
in Professor Gillman, who will be
watching intently after teaching
all of the players.
"I am going to especially
enjoy the season this year and
over the next four years," Gillman
said. "Many of them now are my
friends and I am looking forward
to it tremendously."
The team just released
its 2014-2015 schedule, with the
season tipping off in the Loyola
Marymount University Classic
against the Boise State University
Photo Courtesy of Johnny Dee
Broncos on Nov. 14.
The team stops to take a photo while inside the Colosseum.
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USD basketball celebrates their victory in Naples.

Anderson and Dee enjoy the view of the Duomo in Florence.

